2004 AL A Annual Conference
CD#20.7

Resolution on Securing Gover nment Accountability through Whistleblower
Protection

WHEREAS, the American Library Association has ag@tanding policy of supporting
free speech by all, including government employags,;

WHEREAS, open and unfettered access to informdtjoand about government is a
basic tenet of a democratic society and crucighégoublic’s ability to hold government
accountable; and

WHEREAS, security concerns in today’s environmeauéiresulted in increased
restrictions on access to public, unclassified govent information, and actions of
whistleblowers may be the only means of exposidplems in government; and

WHEREAS, whistleblowers often have alerted Congrgesernment officials, and the
public to abuse, fraud, and waste in governmertaliies; and

WHEREAS, libraries and librarians have a long tiiadi of assisting the public in
learning about the activities of their governmeamil

WHEREAS, government employees who have uncoveregealfraud, and waste and
become whistleblowers have suffered intimidatiosslof security clearance, reduced
benefits, or loss of employment; and

WHEREAS, legislative efforts to strengthen governtagaccountability through
enhanced protection for whistleblowers, such asPlael Revere Whistleblower Act,”
are pending in Congress; therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the American Library Associatiofirais its support for accountable
government and the role of whistleblowers in repgrabuse, fraud, and waste in
governmental activities; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the American Library Associatiormpparts legislative efforts to
provide increased support and protection for whiddwers in the Federal government
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